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York, begun by Edward Seguin in 1888 and carried forward, as part of the Department of Neurology of Columbia University, by Allen Starr and Frederick Tilney, professors in this department. The Vanderbilt Clinic served as the training ground for many New York neurologists--Joseph Collins, Pearce Bailey, Frederick Peterson, Ramsay Hunt, Walter Timme, Smith Ely Jelliffe and Abraham Brill, to mention but a few. But no opportunity existed for bedside instruction and study other than an occasional patient in a general hospital. To become an adequately trained neurologist several years of study abroad were essential.
From the very first year of the Neurological Institute's existence the imperative need for such a hospital was amply demonstrated and in each succeeding year the hospital ran to capacity. It served as a pilot plant to demonstrate the value and practicability of such an institution; it developed a Therapeutic and Rehabilitation Department and an Occupational Therapy Department to serve the special problems of neurologically disabled patients. Pearce Bailey established a Laboratory School for backward children and a Classification Clinic to give complete neurological and mental examinations to non-indigent adolescents who were failing in some way to meet what was required of them and, on the basis of demonstrated capacity, to help the individual attain his potentialities. Teachers, headmasters and headmistresses were greatly interested; a course of lectures for their benefit was begun. Nurses were trained in the care of neurological problems and many other innovations were made.
The Institute began in a rented building without endowment, its requirements from year to year being met by the Trustees. Attempts were made in 1910, 1911, 1912, 1916 and 1917 to raise money for a new building, the last efforts being interrupted by World War I. The idea of such a hospital was too new, and a generous public was not yet aware of the great need, now so universally recognized, to study mental and nervous disorders. Foundations were unwilling to finance a project, the necessity for which they felt required further demonstration. Years later, when the advantages of such a hospital had been proven, large foundations were interested and generously helped to establish similar institutions.
Pearce Bailey, foreseeing the likelihood of our entry into the first World War was granted leave of absence in 1914 to go abroad to study the management of mental and nervous diseases, and injuries of the nervous system resulting from the war. In 1917 he was called to the Surgeon General's office where, among other important innovations, he was able to secure an order requiring a neuropsychiatrist in each base hospital and combat organization. Bailey's outstanding contributions in the direction of the neuropsychiatric service won for him the Distinguished Service Medal.
A school for neuropsychiatrists was established at the Neurological Institute under Dr. Timme and one for neurosurgeons under Dr. Elsberg. Three 10-week courses were given to each group of 30 men.* These courses,
